A Study on the Evolution of Philippine External Foreign Policies: from President Corazon Aquino to President Benigno Aquino III Administration. by Maricris M. Addatu
学校编码：10384            分类号_______密级 ______ 
学 号：30220101154357      UDC         
 
 





 A Study on the Evolution of Philippine External Foreign Policies: from President 
Corazon Aquino to President Benigno Aquino III Administration. 




论文提交日期： 2012 年 4 月 
论文答辩日期： 2012 年 6 月 
学位授予日期： 2012 年   月 
 
答辩委员会主席： 
评    阅    人： 
 

























                声明人（签名）：Maricris M. Addatu 























  1、保密（ ），在   年解密后适用本授权书。 




作者签名：  Maricris  M. Addatu    日期：2012 年 6
月 日 














































A study on the evolution of Philippine External Foreign Policies: From President 
Corazon Aquino to Benigno Aquino III Administration 





 The context of globalization and regionalization, foreign relations among 
countries become more and more important. 
 
This research studies the evolution of Philippine Foreign Policies that from the 
era of the President Corazon Aquino administration to Benigno Aquino III 
administration.  
 
It aims to present the major changes in Foreign Policy as different Presidents 
have facing  more or less different  external and domestic issues. 
 
Ideally, Philippine Foreign Policy is being crafted according to the country’s 
national interest. The pillars of Philippine Foreign Service being studied started from 
1986 to present, focusing on national security, economic diplomacy and service to the 
nationals. 
 
 And this study shows that the main actor in the conduct of Philippine Foreign 
Policy is the country’s president whose constitutional power is responsible in 
conducting foreign relations with a huge role to play together with the department of 
foreign affairs and his cabinet portraying a role as individual entity, having respective 
roles, being part of the government and the society and the systemic variable where 
they revolves. 
 
And finally, this paper points out, that in understanding of Changes in 
Philippine Foreign policy accounts to other external factors such as development in 
the international arena, changes in the world order where rising powers challenge the 
US dominance and thus have to be taken into consideration by other foreign policy 
makers because they influence the country’s effectiveness in international field. And 
additionally, an understanding in the changing internal factors as every president is 
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No foreign policy - no matter how ingenious - has any chance of success if it is born in the minds of a 
few and carried in the hearts of none. 
Henry A. Kissinger 
 
CHAPTER 1 
1.1 Background of the study 
One of the most important issues missing in a public communication towards 
national development is the primary condition of Philippine foreign Policy and 
whether it has served its national interest in the recent times. In a search for national 
development, every country should be informed, wise and enlightened in relation to 
its approach towards other nations issues on trade, security and diplomatic ties. A 




In addition, history would show how the Philippines yield to US interest and 
frequently failed to promote the country’s own interest. Philippine Foreign Policy 
principles shows how it has been defined operated and how it persisted under US 
foreign Policy where it uses Grand Strategy “A basic stance adopted by a country in 
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relation with the rest of the world and may or may not be explicit.” But, the world is 
changing and becoming a multipolar environment where the country will need to 
invest more in bringing the best of minds to work on national diplomacy and strategy. 
In fact the Philippines represent a huge demographic, economic and geo-strategic 
value however there was no pivotal role in shaping the wider international order- 
which affected its own national interest. Nevertheless, what is important is the 
framing, conducting and implementing Philippine Foreign Policy boundaries with the 
sole purpose of defending its national interest. 
2
 
Truly, the main purpose of Philippine Foreign Policy is to secure its national 
interest in its dealings with foreign nations, regional organizations and international 
bodies. As it is shown with its three main Pillars: First, Promoting National Security, 




Why is it a need to foster relations with the world? 
Former Philippine president Manuel Quezon once said that to  live in this 
world one  must live with the world .No nation would live in complete isolation and 
that people of the world must learn to live together in harmony, peace and justice lest 
they all perish by the terrible weapons they created. 
                                                            
2  ibid 
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Its importance in the survival and progress of a country cannot be over-
emphasized. It is the only weapon of a state for the promotion of national interest in 
international affairs. Hence, Foreign policy is almost a reflection and an instrument of 
domestic policy and that foreign policy was of considerable importance for the 
survival and success of a country.
4
 
Today, the very purpose of diplomacy, in every state in the whole system 
depends not merely on itself but on its whole world wide environment
5
. States which 
are aware that their domestic politics are affected by everything that happens outside 
are not content merely to observe one another at a distance. They feel the need to 
enter into a dialogue with one another. The dialogue between independent states- the 
machinery by which their governments conduct it, and the networks of promises, 




The performance of each one is a matter of permanent consequence to some or 
all the others. 
When there is a shared cultural heritage or at any rate common values then 
there is a high degree of independence. 
                                                            
4 Christopher Hill (2003) what is to be done? Foreign Policy as a site for Political Action 
5 Watson, (2004) Diplomacy and issues today. 
6 Eduardo Malaya editor (2011). Front liners of Diplomacy. Diplomacy is the art of negotiation. The 
ability to communicate. If you cannot communicate well with people. Understanding each other will 
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The diplomatic dialogue is thus the instrument of international society: a 
civilized process based on awareness and respect for other’s people points of views; 
and a civilizing one also because the continuous exchange of ideas. 
The theoretical study of foreign policy as such has been somewhat elementary, 
fragmented and in most cases, inconclusive
7
. 
 Bruno Linhares (2010) reiterated that theoretical framework of foreign policy  
is needed to analyze the day to day interactions in international relations and to 
compare individual foreign policies  Other scholars have produced some works of 
importance for the study of the theory of foreign policy, which notwithstanding, 
continues to be in the state of pre-theory or theoretical approaches. 
 In the implementation of a given foreign policy, to meet at the outset with a 
fundamental distinction between the available instruments and techniques: on one side 
are the instruments and techniques of a peaceful character; on the other hand those of 
violent character. While the most typical instrument of foreign policy is diplomacy
8
, 
its most typical violent instrument is war. 
 Whenever a state or a political unit wants to establish relations with another 
state or another political unit- the first idea that arises is of a contact. This 
international contact however has a certain goal that constitutes the substance of 
                                                            
7 James Rosenau- a leading International affairs scholar. on the early stages of formulating theories of 
Foreign Policy 
8 Eduardo Malaya editor.(2011.) Front liners of Diplomacy. A written Interview with Reynaldo Arcilla  
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foreign policy. The goal can be to simplify the establishment of good neighborly 
relations, or the setting up of a political and military alliance, or the establishment of 
commercial intercourse and so on. 
1.2  Significance of the Study 
There is an increasing erosion of different concepts of foreign policy across 
states and nations and some argue that these same changes in the international system 
make the study of foreign policy more significant. These changes in the international 
system indeed changed  the nature of the state and foreign policy, states still exist and 
significant continuities in that factors that shape their foreign policies and foreign 
policy making remains. The characterization of studying foreign policy as having a 
ruling approach
9
, and that there is no singularity on appropriate methods or on the 
variables to be studied. 
The significance of this study is to have a better understanding of the 
evolution of Philippine Diplomatic policies over through 26 years in the context of 
changing internal and external situation and hopes to offer a significant contribution 
in International Relations not only theoretically but also substantially as well. 
1.3 Statement of the Problem 
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1. What are the major changes in Philippine foreign policies during the 5 different     
administrations (from President Corazon Aquino to President Benigno Aquino 
administration). 
2. What are the reasons for these changes and how Philippine can cope with its 
external affairs? 
3. How does external foreign policy affect its domestic/ internal policy of the country? 
1.4 Scope of research and Methodology 
A thorough study of past literature as well as news, memoirs and 
pronouncements, as well as State of the Nation Address (SONA)
10
 of 
presidents will be use in the analysis. Conduct research from historical data 
and secondary sources from scholarly materials. 
The study aims to use Grounded theory, an inductive type of research based on 
“grounded” in the observations or data from which it was developed; it uses a 
variety of data sources including quantitative data, review of records, 
interviews, observations and surveys. 
  
 
1.5 Review of Related Literature 
 
                                                            
10 SONA-an annual event in the Republic of the Philippines, in which the President of the Philippines 
reports on the status of the nation, normally to the resumption of a joint session of the Congress (the 
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Jose Eduardo E. Malaya III (2009) in his paper Conflict and Cooperation in 
the crafting and conduct of Foreign Policy 
11
where he examined the division of 
constitutional powers regarding foreign policy making and implementation in the 
three branches of the government namely executive, legislative and judicial. And the 
analysis was from the viewpoint of constitutionality and legality of policy making 
process. 
The Philippine constitution article VII fully discusses the executive branch of 
government. Section 1.“The executive power shall be vested in the President of the 
Philippines”
12
 The power of the president to administer laws which means carrying 
them out into practical operation and enforcing their due observance. The foreign 
relations power vested on the President is implied from those which are particularly 
granted and entrusted to him. The president nominate together with the consent of the 
Commission of Appointments, do appoint heads of executive departments. 
Ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls
13
, who represent the nation in other 
countries, the United Nations and other international organization. He also negotiates, 
with the concurrence of the senate, enters into treaties and international agreements, 
He may contract or guarantee foreign loans on behalf of the Republic with the prior 
                                                            
11 J. Eduardo Malaya, Conflict and Cooperation in the Crafting and Conduct of Foreign Policy, 84 PHIL. L.J. 
562, (page cited) (2009).) 
 
12 Textbook On Philippine Constitution, Article VII Section 1 p.239 
13 According to the Philippine Constitution..Article VII section 16 discusses the Presidential power of 
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